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Urgent Family Law Issues

If you are in immediate danger, call 000 for emergency services.

For 24/7 confidential family violence support in Victoria, call Safe Steps on 1800 015 188. You can also
call 1800RESPECT on 1800 737 732 at any time, day or night.

When a family law issue arises unexpectedly, knowing what to do next can feel overwhelming. Whether
you are worried about your children’s safety, experiencing family violence, dealing with a parenting
dispute, or concerned that a former partner may relocate with your child, obtaining urgent legal advice
can make a real difference.

Our experienced family lawyers assist clients across Victoria with urgent family law matters, helping
you understand your options and take prompt action to protect yourself, your children and your legal
rights.

What Is an Urgent Family Law Matter?

Some family law disputes require immediate intervention from the Court. These matters often involve
circumstances where a delay could place a person at risk, cause significant harm to a child, or result in
serious legal consequences.

Examples of urgent family law issues include:

Family violence and intervention orders

Urgent parenting disputes

Concerns about a child’s safety or welfare

A parent refusing to return a child

Threats to relocate with a child interstate or overseas
Child recovery applications

Contraventions of parenting orders

Urgent medical treatment decisions for a child

A former partner selling, hiding or transferring assets
Time-sensitive property settlement disputes

If you believe your situation requires immediate attention, our family lawyers can assess your
circumstances and advise whether an urgent application to the Court may be appropriate.

Urgent Parenting Matters

The Federal Circuit and Family Court of Australia can hear urgent parenting matters quickly. The Court
can make interim orders about where a child lives and who they spend time with, and in exceptional
cases without the other parent being present.



You would normally need to attempt family dispute resolution first, but exemptions apply for urgent
matters and where there is family violence or child abuse. The Court expects urgent applications to be
supported by evidence, so keep records such as messages, emails and notes of what has happened.

Family Violence and Immediate Protection

If you or your children are experiencing family violence, please get advice as soon as possible.
We can assist with:

Applying for or responding to intervention orders

Parenting disputes involving allegations of family violence

Safety planning

Urgent court applications to protect children

We understand how sensitive these matters are and provide compassionate, practical guidance and
support.

Child Recovery Orders

If a child has been taken or kept from their parent or carer, the Court can make a recovery order
directing that the child be returned and can authorise police to find and return them.

The Court can also make orders to help locate a child. If you fear a child will be taken overseas, urgent
orders can be sought to prevent travel. Please contact us immediately if this is your situation.

Urgent Property and Financial Matters

If you're worried that your former partner may sell, transfer or hide assets before your property is
settled, the Court can make urgent orders (injunctions) to preserve them. It can also make interim
orders for financial support in some cases. Time limits for property applications apply, so seek advice
as soon as possible.

How We Can Help

When you contact our firm regarding an urgent family law issue, we will:
Assess the urgency of your situation.

Explain your legal options in clear and practical terms.

Advise whether urgent Court intervention is required.

Prepare and file urgent applications where required.

Represent you throughout the legal process.

We understand that urgent family law matters are often highly emotional and stressful. Our focus is on
providing clear advice, swift action, and practical solutions when you need them most.

Please contact us on (03) 7020 6542 to discuss your urgent family law matter.

Speak with us

Your first 30-minute consultation is free. Call (03) 7020 6542 or contact our team to discuss your
circumstances and next steps.

Phone : (03) 7020 6542

Email : info@empowerfamilylaw.com.au
Let us be your voice in troubled times.
Contact Us

More Services



Binding Financial Agreements (including Prenuptial Agreements)> Child Relocation> Child Support>
Consent Orders> De Facto Relationships> Divorce> Family Mediation> Family Violence and Intervention
Orders> Grandparents and Other Carers> Parenting and Child Custody> Property Settlement>
Separation> Spousal Maintenance> Superannuation>

What situations may require urgent family law advice or an urgent Court
application?

Urgency may arise where delay could place a person at risk, harm a child or cause serious legal or
financial consequences. The page lists family violence, urgent parenting disputes, child-safety
concerns, a child not being returned, threatened interstate or overseas relocation, recovery
applications, contraventions of parenting orders, urgent medical decisions, and a risk that a former
partner will sell, hide or transfer assets. Not every stressful dispute meets the Court’s urgency
threshold. A lawyer should assess the immediate event, current orders, dates, available evidence and
the harm likely if ordinary timeframes apply. When contacting the firm, state the urgent fact first and
provide the next critical date. If anyone is in immediate danger, call 000 rather than waiting for legal
correspondence or a Court filing.

What can the Court do in an urgent parenting or child-recovery matter?

The Federal Circuit and Family Court of Australia can make interim parenting orders about where a
child lives, time and other immediate arrangements. In exceptional circumstances it may consider an
application without the other parent present. If a child has been taken or withheld, a recovery order can
direct the child’s return and authorise relevant action to locate and recover the child. Travel-related
orders may be sought where overseas removal is feared. Urgent applications need evidence. Preserve
current orders, messages, travel information and a factual chronology. Family Dispute Resolution is
normally required before parenting proceedings, but exemptions can apply for urgency, family violence
or child abuse. Do not attempt an unsafe physical recovery yourself. The correct orders depend on
parental responsibility, the child’s circumstances, risk, location and what has already occurred.

What immediate steps are available when family violence creates an urgent
safety risk?

If you or a child is in immediate danger, call 000. The page identifies Safe Steps on 1800 015 188 for
24/7 confidential family-violence support in Victoria and 1800RESPECT on 1800 737 732 for support at
any time. Legal help may include advice about intervention orders, urgent parenting applications, safety
planning and the interaction between State protection proceedings and federal parenting matters. Tell
the lawyer about existing intervention orders, threats, weapons, stalking, coercive control, child-safety
concerns and unsafe communication methods. Do not alert the other person or collect evidence if doing
so increases danger. A lawyer can assess whether urgent Court action or an exemption from Family
Dispute Resolution is appropriate. Support-service advice and emergency response remain important
alongside the legal process.

Can urgent orders protect property or provide short-term financial support?

Where there is evidence that a former partner may sell, transfer, conceal or dissipate property before
settlement, the Court can make injunctions or other interim orders to preserve assets in appropriate
cases. It may also make interim financial or urgent spousal-maintenance orders where the legal tests
are met. The response must be proportionate to the risk and supported by evidence. Preserve lawful
records such as account statements, sale listings, transfer documents, company records and
messages showing the threatened action. Do not hide assets, empty accounts or make retaliatory



transfers. Tell the lawyer what asset is at risk, who controls it, the proposed transaction and when it
may occur. Time limits for property applications also apply, so urgent preservation work should be
coordinated with the broader settlement strategy.



